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Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion on Campus:     
     An Interview with Dr. Ron Patterson

 

Listen as senior Student Curriculum Specialist, Rachel, interviews CSC President

Dr. Ron Patterson about what DEI means to him and to our campus community. 

 

 

Considering Course Design
Course design matters. Courses should be easy to navigate, logically organized,

consistent, uncluttered. As we end one semester and look to another, take time to

reflect.

 

Use Canvas's Course Evaluation Checklist (version 3) to review a Fall class or

plan for Spring.   

Print the course checklist and self-evaluate. Improve one item, such as

offering a video and a written transcript – or an audio only file for students

with low data (to reduce data usage & lower student Wi-Fi bills).  

 

Ask: Did Fall courses follow Universal Design for Learning (UDL) principles?

Universal Design is "a framework to improve and optimize teaching and

learning for all people based on scientific insights into how humans learn"

(CAST). Play with interactive UDL guidelines below to learn more. 

 

Use the checklist and universal design principles as tools to "ensure that all

learners can access and participate in meaningful, challenging learning

opportunities" (CAST). Reach out! The TLPEC team is here to help.

 

 

 

 

A Personal Look at Accessibility in Higher Ed

 

Video from The National Center on Disability and Access to Education. View their Resources. 

Consistency Builds Credibility:
Why Modules are Important in Course Design

As former CSC journalism instructor LaVida Dickinson always said, "Consistency

builds credibility."

 

Using modules adds structure and clarity to online course design. Modules are

linear (like reading a page, content moves down), so students intuitively

understand how to navigate the online space.

 

Well-labeled modules (Week 1: Introductions (Aug 21-27), on the left for example)

help chunk and organize course content. Modules can be labeled by unit, topic, or

section, as long as titling is consistent throughout. 

 

Modules organize pages, assignments, discussions, and quizzes, so students can

find and follow the course flow. Instructors can lock modules until a particular

date, or even require students to complete certain items before progressing to the

next task or next module.

 

We aren't the only institution championing the value of modules. See what Yale

University has to say about the benefits of using modules.

Turnitin Tip: AI Writing Detection

Throughout this semester, TLPEC has been covering the features of Turnitin. This

month’s focus is on the tool’s AI Writing Detection. This feature helps instructors

gain insight into how much of a student’s submission is original writing compared

to AI-generated from ChatGPT or other similar tools. The tool can flag signs not

only of AI-generated text but can also flag the potential use of contract cheating.

 

 

 

False Positives

Turnitin Chief Product Officer, Annie Chechitelli, covers how to address false

positives within the product’s AI Writing Detection. There are three key-point

covered: know that there is a possibility of false positives, have open and honest

dialogue with those involved, and assume positive intent.

 

Matt Novak, senior contributor of Forbes.com, explains why asking ChatGPT if a

paper was written by ChatGPT is not advisable. Novak describes examples of how

the tool will make up sources and claim authorship of text not possibly created by

ChatGPT.
 

Another tool in helping students avoid false positive flagging within Turnitin would

be to encourage students to use Draft Coach in their writing process before they

turn in assignments. These videos created by TLPEC help explain the set-up

process and steps to use the feature.
 

 

 

Verifying Accuracy

Turnitin claims a 98% accuracy rate. To confirm the accuracy, Mark J. Drozdowski,

Ed.D. faculty at John Hopkins University writing for BestColleges.com tested out

Turnitin’s AI Writing Detection feature.  His article describes his testing methods

for verifying accuracy within the tool. In his assessment, he gave the tool a grade of

A- for accuracy and reliability.

 

 

 

 

 

How can instructors make Canvas student-friendly? 
We asked current CSC undergrad and graduate students to tell us about their best online course experiences.

Naturally, they also reported what could be improved. As you consider Spring course design, consider student

perspectives.

SOCIAL MEDIA & EVENTS
 

Dine with Us

Second year faculty member, Dr. Gabriella Pruitt-Santos, and her husband, CSC student and employee, Julio Santos, shared

how they met in Guatemala when she was a student. Many interesting facts, such as how the Mayans had Greek-like city-states

and how Guatemala is known as the heart of the Americas, were shared. On the Day of the Dead, citizens release kites with

messages to departed ancestors about the future. The pair presented information on food, clothing, music. Brenda learned a

lot and encourages others to attend International Lunch Hour. 
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