
What is Turnitin and What Can it Do? 

Turnitin is a third-party software which is enabled within the Canvas 

Learning Management System and Microsoft Word that offers assessment tools for both faculty 

and students, provides plagiarism checking based on matches and/or comparable text to 

information available in repositories, and has AI writing detection capabilities.  

Assessment Tool for Faculty 

 

Faculty have multiple resources to access within Turnitin’s services. For assignments within 

Canvas, there is the Plagiarism Review feature. The student assignment submissions are 

compared to entries within existing repositories and produce a Similarity Report that can be 

found in the Canvas SpeedGrader section. 

Turnitin’s features also offer AI Writing Detection which provides insights to the potential use of 

AI writing tools such as ChatGPT in student submissions.  

File requirements for submission to be processed for Turnitin AI writing detection: 

• File size must be less than 100 MB 

• File must have at least 500 words of prose text and not exceed 15,000 words  

• File must be written in English long form writing format 

• Accepted file types: .docx, .pdf, .txt, .rtf  

Assessment Tool for Students 

 

Draft Coach is a newly enabled service that students have access to within Microsoft Word via 

online Microsoft 365 account. (The service is not available in the desktop Word application.) 

Students can have Turnitin review a document up to three times to help check for similarity of 

other works, review for proper citations, and offer grammar checks. This allows students the 

opportunity to have the work checked and make necessary changes before a final submission is 

made by the student to the instructor. 

https://www.csc.edu/media/website/content-assets/documents/pdf/tlpec/Turnitin-Informaiton-Document.pdf
https://help.turnitin.com/feedback-studio/canvas/plagiarism-framework/teacher/the-similarity-report/accessing-the-similarity-report.htm?Highlight=Similarity%20Report%20within%20Canvas
https://www.csc.edu/media/website/content-assets/documents/pdf/tlpec/Turnitin-AI-Writing-Detection.pdf
https://www.csc.edu/media/website/content-assets/documents/pdf/tlpec/FS_DC_GL_QuickStart_Student_Guide_Word_US_0522.pdf

