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Chadron State College   
Child Development Center  

 
D         Dr. Kim A. Madsen, CFCS 



The Center is…  

• State licensed by the Nebraska Department of 
Health and Human Services – since 1972 

• Nationally accredited by the National 
Association for the Education of Young 
Children – since 1989 

• Certified Nature Explore Outdoor Learning 
Environment by Arbor Day Foundation and 
Dimensions Educational Research Foundation 
– since 2009 

 



Mission and Purpose … ‘Educating Educators’  

• Mission: 

The Laboratory meets the 
academic needs of  students for 
experiential educational 
learning.  Students pursuing 
baccalaureate degrees from all 
disciplines utilize the 
Laboratory to complete course 
requirements. 

 
 

 

Purpose: 

1.   To provide undergraduate and      

         graduate students educational  

         opportunities that support practical  

         reasoning, critical thinking and  

         application of  knowledge base  

         information in a realistic setting.  

2. To provide families with young 
children between the ages of  2 and 
9 high quality, developmentally 
appropriate, active learning and 
naturally inclusive early childhood 
experiences that support individual 
learning and development.  

3. To provide an environment for 
students to conduct applied 
research under the supervision of  
qualified faculty. 
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Investing in Nebraska…   

• First Five Nebraska  --   

www.firstfivenebraska.com 

 

http://www.firstfivenebraska.com/


Center Operations  

• Monday through Friday – 7:00 a.m. to 5:30/10:00 p.m.  

• Year Around ‘Preschool’ program  

• Open enrollment – families with children between the 
ages of  2 and 9 

• Full time and part time enrollment 

• Natural, inclusive environment for ‘ALL’ children 

• Community Collaborations with Head Start, Chadron 
Public Schools, Western Community Health 
Resources, Alliance Nursing Program, Job Corp and 
local Child Care Providers 

 



Emergent High Impact Learning  
Project Approach – ‘Hands On’  
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Our Curriculum …  
            Exploring Our World  
• Play based, emergent curriculum focused on 

the Project Approach using the Plan, Do and 

Review process to infuse Nature, Character 

Education, and Recycling.  

 



Wild About Nature! 
CSC Child Development 

Center  

May 2011 
Rationale:  As a class, children will be exploring their new environment, new 
faces, and new rules. By learning about the new environment and  
the new rules, the children will gain understanding of the new faces in 
 the classroom.  Each child will gain personal understanding of the following 
“Key Indicators” from the “Nebraska Early Learning Guidelines: Child’s 
Growth and Learning” (2002) and the National Association for the Education 
of Young Children Accreditation standards. 

 

Key Indicators: Visual-Spatial, Language/Literacy, Science, Mathematics, 
Kinesthetic/Body Awareness, Social/Interpersonal, Intrapersonal, 
Construction/Engineering, Creative representation, Music. 

Objectives: 

    1. To identify different parts of nature. 

    2. To define what nature is. 

 

Questions for the month of March: 

What is Nature? 

Where will I find Nature? 

How can I take care of nature and my world? 

What does it mean to recycle?  

Character Count Pillar for December:  Caring  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities for the month of May: 
AM Groups: 
“What is a Forest?” project has begun and we have created models, paintings, drawings and 
constructions about forests during phase 1.  During phase two, we have been studying about 
the species of trees we have in our environment by having OWLS (Outdoor Wilderness 
Learning and Survival) time.  We have measured our tree and discovered how big it’s crown, 
circumference, and height is using our wilderness education lessons.   
We have learned there are different kinds of trees in a forest and in our environment.  
During this time we also had questions about the kinds of animals who live in a forest, what 
is a habitat, and also which animals live in trees.  We also invited our expert on forests to 
join our classroom and she told us about how a tree grows.  Our lessons have also led to 
creating nests, surveys about people visiting a forest, and voting on which animals live in the 
forest.   

 
 
 
 
 
Midday: 
For the month of May during the Midday time, we have taken some time to review the 
“basics.” We took the week to find which numbers we know, the alphabet, shapes, and 
colors. The kids sure had a blast picking dandelions and counting them out in the big park!  
One of the projects that we have started that relates to nature is the outside environment. 
The midday kids have started growing grass on paper towels to see how well that works as 
well as sowing grass seed outside. To finish the month off we will be learning about runoff 
water and different water projects.  
 
 
 
 
 

PM Groups: 
The afternoon groups were full of excitement to learn about Nature! We looked at what a 
forest and made paper trees and trees out of play dough. We also went down to the 
computer lab to look at pictures of forests. We had a lot of excitement planting flowers and 
looking at the animals that live in  trees. 
We learned about how birds make their nests and then we created our own nests for the 
birds. We also watched videos of other animals that live in trees. One of our big excitements 
for the month of May was having Ms. Kelsey bring up her gecko Methusela to let us see 
what a gecko  is as well as help take care of it as she let us keep it at the center for a few 
weeks! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 

                                                        
                                                         
 
  
 
   

     
 
 
 
 
  

 

Creating an ornament!  

Accreditation Standards: 1.D.01, 2.D.04, 2.E.05, 2.F.02, 
       2.G.03, 2.G.05, 2.H.03, 2.L.08 

The children used newspaper 
to  

create a forest.  

The children take a closer 
look at Methusela.  

The children 
went to the 

computer lab 
and looked at 

pictures of 
different 
forests.  

The children 
created trees 

out of play 
dough.  

The children went on 
a walk to look at 
different kinds of 

leaves.  

The children 
created water 

ways to see how a 
water system 

works.  

The children used 
dandelions to help 
them practice their 

counting.  

The children 
used their OWL 

packs to help 
them explore 

nature.  

The children 
created their own 

nest out of 
recycled materials.  



Welcome to the CSC Child 

Development Center …   
and to our family!  

 
For more information, please contact Dr. Kim 

Madsen, Director at kmadsen@csc.edu or visit 
our website at www.csc.edu/appsci 

mailto:kmadsen@csc.edu

